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RABBITS, CALICIVIRUS 

 Hon JOHN FISCHER to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
The improvement in the pasture quality of the southern rangelands within my region has been outstanding.  
Grasses, birds and small native animals seldom seen are much more evident.  By far the biggest factor in this 
revival is the demise of the rabbit due to the calicivirus, which in the drier areas of the State has been far more 
effective than myxomatosis.  It is inevitable that the effect of calici will wear off over time. 

(1) Can the minister tell the House what the Government and the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation are working on to maintain this suppression of the rabbit? 

(2) Is it true that the CSIRO has disbanded its calici research team, with senior staff made redundant? 

(3) Given the very important environmental issues at stake, will the minister tell the House what action the 
Government of Western Australia is taking on this issue? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Effective rabbit control requires an ongoing mix of biological control and conventional control 
techniques.  This includes the use of myxomatosis, calicivirus, 1080 and pindone poisons.  Research is 
being undertaken to evaluate new technologies and methods and refine current techniques.  The use of 
sterility agents is currently being developed by the Pest Animal Control Cooperative Research Centre, 
in which the Department of Agriculture-Agriculture Protection Board has been a partner since 1993.  
Rabbit control techniques are also being continually monitored and refined by the Department of 
Agriculture staff. 

(2) Commonwealth government funding for the national calicivirus research program for research into the 
calicivirus and its effects ceased at the end of 2000.  By necessity, the CSIRO research team and related 
state teams were scaled down at that time.  However, the senior CSIRO researcher, Dr Brian Cooke, 
still heads the CSIRO research effort. 

(3) The Department of Agriculture is implementing a variety of measures to ensure that this State continues 
to maximise the benefits accruing from the incorporation of the calicivirus into rabbit control programs.  
These include - 

(a) Analysis and extension of the information resulting from the five-year broad-scale monitoring 
program and from the detailed study site, following the arrival of calicivirus in WA. 

(b) Networking with other researchers nationally so as to maximise our understanding of, and the 
benefits gained from, the release of calicivirus in Western Australia. 

(c) Continued refinement of existing techniques to ensure best practice control methods are used. 

(d) Production of farm notes, undertaking field days, and promoting the benefits arising from 
coordinated rabbit control programs. 

Control of animal pests such as rabbits is the responsibility of the land-holder under the Agriculture and 
Related Resources Protection Act 1976.  The Government is ensuring that land-holders and land 
managers have available the techniques to effectively and efficiently manage such pest species on their 
land. 

 


